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Figure 18: Intertidal mud flat- Gujarat

2105 Salt Marsh: Natural or semi-natural halophytic grassland and dwarf brush wood on the 
alluvial sediments bordering saline water bodies whose water level fluctuates either tidally 
or non-tidally (Mitsch and Gosselink, 1986). Salt marshes look in grey blue shade when wet.

Figure 19: Salt marsh, Bhavnagar, Gujarat

2106 Mangroves: The mangrove swamp is an association of halophytic trees, shrubs, and 
other plants growing in brackish to saline tidal waters of tropical and sub-tropical coastlines 
(Mitsch and Gosselink, 1986). On the satellite images mangroves occur in red colour if in 
contiguous patch. When mangrove associations are scattered or are degraded then instead 
of red colour, brick red colour may be seen.
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Figure 20: Mangroves, Goa

2107 Coral Reefs: Consolidated living colonies of microscopic organisms found in warm 
tropical waters. The term coral reef, or organic reef is applied to the rock-like reefs built-up of 
living things, principally corals. They consist of accumulations of calcareous deposits of corals 
and coralline algae with the intervening space connected with sand, which consists largely 
of shells of foraminifera. Present reefs are living associations growing on this accumulation of 
past (Clark, 1977). Reefs appear in light blue shade.

Figure 21: Southern part of Gulf of Kutch, Gujarat
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Manmade: 2201 Salt Pans (coastal): An undrained usually small and shallow rectangular, 
man-made depression or hollow in which saline water accumulates and evaporates leaving 
a salt deposit (Margarate etal., 1974). Salt pans are square or rectangular in shape. When 
water is present, then the appearance is blue while the tone is white when the salt is formed.

Figure 22: Salt pan, Kutch, Gujarat

2202 Aquaculture Ponds (coastal): Aquaculture is defined as “The breeding and rearing 
of fresh-water or marine fish in captivity. Fish farming or ranching”. The water bodies used 
for the above are called aqua culture ponds (Encyclopaedic Directory of Environment, 1988). 
Aquaculture ponds are geometrical in shape usually square or rectangular. Tone is blue.

Figure 23: Aquaculture pond Navsari, Gujarat


