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EVOLUTION OF THE GLOBAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AGENDA

1992
AGENDA 21

Formalized multilateralism on 
sustainable development. 

Builds on Stockholm 
Conference outcomes, 

Brundtland Commission

2000
MDGs

Introduced eight 
measurable and time-

bound development 
goals.

2002
JOHANNESBURG

Reaffirmed Agenda 21 
and emphasized 

implementation and 
partnerships.

2012
RIO+20

Launched the SDG 
process and established 

the High-level Political 
Forum.

2015
OWG

The Open Working 
Group (OWG), IGN fed 

into negotiations on the 
post-2015 agenda.

2016
IMPLEMENTATION 

BEGAN

The 2016–2030 
implementation period 

formally commenced on 
1 January.

2015: A LANDMARK YEAR FOR MULTILATERALISM

MARCH
Sendai Framework

Disaster-risk reduction

JULY
Addis Ababa Action Agenda

Financing for development

SEPTEMBER
2030 Agenda

17 SDGs and 169 targets

DECEMBER
Paris Agreement

Global climate action

The SDGs combined Agenda 21’s integrated vision with the MDGs’ measurable approach, within a wider architecture 
linking development to people, prosperity, planet, peace and partnerships.
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THE SDGs: A MILESTONE IN MULTILATERALISM

WHAT DISTINGUISHED THE SDGs HOW THE FRAMEWORK WAS INTENDED TO WORK

◎ UNIVERSAL

Applies to every country, not only developing 
economies.

∞ EXPANSIVE

Brought more issues including energy, oceans, 
cities and industry 

▥ GOAL-BASED AND MEASURABLE

Uses 17 goals, 169 targets and a shared indicator 
framework.

◆ GLOBAL ADOPTION
Global agreement creates legitimacy and shared direction.

⌖ NATIONAL TARGETS
Countries translate global goals into national priorities.

▥ STRATEGIES AND FINANCING
Targets inform strategies, finance and institutions.

MOBILISATION FOR IMPLEMENTATION
Partnerships mobilize action, actors and resources.

◎ MONITORING AND REVIEW
GIF, NIF, UN Annual Progress Report, and HLPF review support 
adaptation and accountability.

Global goals → national targets and strategies → (often also translated at other federal levels) → 
implementation → review and adaptation
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WHAT HAS THE SDG FRAMEWORK ACHIEVED?

402 VNR PRESENTATIONS
at the HLPF since 2016

190 COUNTRIES + EU REVIEWED
148 conducted multiple VNRs

37 2026 VNR COUNTRIES
preparing to present reviews

NATIONAL SYSTEMS AND INTEGRATION

Countries established SDG 
coordination mechanisms.

National reporting platforms and 
data-sharing arrangements 
developed.

Voluntary National Reviews helped 
integrate SDGs into national plans 
and policies.

REVIEW AND DATA CAPACITY

SDG database indicators increased 
from 115 to 233.

Data records rose from around 
330,000 to 3.2 million.

Every SDG indicator now has an 
agreed statistical methodology.

PARTICIPATION AND FOLLOW-UP

VNRs are voluntary, State-led and 
open to stakeholder participation.

Reviews progress and shortcomings 
in implementation.

Participation spans government, 
civil society and the private sector.

The SDGs created a recurring review system and stronger data infrastructure, while the reports continue to identify 
data, financing and implementation gaps.

Sources: UN DESA, VNR Handbook 2026; UN, SDG Report 2026
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HOW FAR ARE WE FROM THE 2030 TARGETS?

As the 2030 deadline approaches, it is increasingly evident that the current pace of progress is highly insufficient.

12%

ON TRACK OR MET

of the 169 SDG 
targets

43%

MARGINAL OR 
MODERATE PROGRESS

acceleration is 
needed towards 

2030

14%

STAGNATED

across the 
assessed targets

12%

REGRESSED

these areas have 
gone backwards

18%

NOT TRACKED

due to lack of data

WHERE PROGRESS APPEARS PARTICULARLY CONCERNING WHERE MONITORING REMAINS CONSTRAINED

SDG 6 Clean water and sanitation
SDG 10 Reduced inequalities
SDG 14 Life below water

SDG 5 Gender equality SDG 11 Sustainable cities and 
communities

SDG 13 Climate action SDG 16 Peace, justice and strong 
institutions

Source: UN, Sustainable Development Goals Report 2026
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A POLICY WINDOW IS BEGINNING TO OPEN

A decade of implementation now coincides with the first expected milestones in discussion of a framework beyond 2030.

2016–2026

A DECADE OF 
IMPLEMENTATION

2026 marks ten years of 
experience with the SDG 

framework.

PACT FOR THE FUTURE

A MANDATE TO ‘PLAN FOR 
THE FUTURE’

Action 12 calls on Member 
States to accelerate the 2030 
Agenda ‘by 2030 and beyond’.

2027

SDG SUMMIT: A KEY 
MOMENT

Expected to provide the final Heads 
of State and Government review 

before 2030 and potentially initiate 
discussions on a follow-up 

framework.

SEPTEMBER 2027

GLOBAL SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Expected to provide an 
important knowledge input to 
the forthcoming discussions.

THE PROCESS IS NOT YET FORMALLY DEFINED

It could involve expert inputs, working groups and, 
eventually, formal intergovernmental negotiations.

WHY THIS MOMENT MATTERS

An opportunity to reflect before choices are made about the 
architecture, priorities and implementation arrangements of a post-
2030 framework.

Sources: UN, Pact for the Future, Action 12; UN, SDG Report 2026
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The debate will need to address both the performance of the existing framework and the changing conditions for global sustainable
development cooperation.

↺ LEARN FROM THE SDG EXPERIENCE

Reflect on targets, indicators, financing, data systems
and VNRs. Learning from national experience is 
important.

◈ FINANCING AND MEANS OF IMPLEMENTATION

Maintain emphasis on financing, capacity building, and
other means of implementation, particularly for
developing countries.

∞ INTEGRATE CLIMATE, BIODIVERSITY AND
DEVELOPMENT
Strengthen the integration of climate action, biodiversity
conservation and sustainable development.

◉ GOVERN NEW AND EMERGING
TECHNOLOGIES
Address digital transformation and artificial intelligence
within the future framework.

⬡ REFORM MULTILATERALISM

Consider the role of multilateral reforms in strengthening
global sustainable development cooperation.

CENTRE EQUITY AND DIFFERENTIATED
RESPONSIBILITIES
Ensure the principle of equity and common but
differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities,
especially from the Global South perspective.
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THREE PATHWAYS BEYOND 2030

SDGs should continue. The deliberations need to focus on new issues/ scope, timelines, and institutional arrangements for post-2030.

INCREMENTAL REFORM

CORE APPROACH
Retain the broad SDG architecture 
and normative paradigm.

WHAT CHANGES
Revise targets and timelines; extend 
the horizon (potentially to 2050) and 
incorporate emerging issues.

INSTITUTIONAL IMPLICATION
Build on the existing framework 
without reopening its fundamental 
structure.

POLITICAL 
FEASIBILITY

More 
politically 

feasible

→

CONTINUATION

CORE APPROACH
Continue the present SDG framework 
beyond 2030.

WHAT CHANGES
Update targets, revise timelines and 
possibly refine indicators.

INSTITUTIONAL IMPLICATION
Preserve institutional continuity and 
avoid negotiating a completely new 
framework.

POLITICAL 
FEASIBILITY

Politically 
feasible

◆

TRANSFORMATIVE REFORM
CORE APPROACH
Introduce substantive institutional 
and normative change.

WHAT CHANGES
Strengthen legal mandates, move 
beyond voluntary reporting, deepen 
localisation and federalisation.

INSTITUTIONAL IMPLICATION
Expand intergovernmental 
organisation-mediated coordination 
and accountability.

POLITICAL 
FEASIBILITY

Politically 
less feasible

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS AND MULTILATERALISM AGENDA 2030 AND BEYOND



GUIDING QUESTIONS FOR THE PANEL

The discussion is intended to contribute to agenda-setting, strengthen Global South perspectives and identify priorities for the
framework beyond 2030.

◎ CORE PRIORITIES
What should be the core priorities of a post-2030 sustainable development framework, particularly in carrying 
forward the unfinished SDG agenda?

STRUCTURAL LIMITATIONS
How should the framework address gaps in financing, technology access, data systems, voluntary reporting, 
accountability and implementation across national and subnational levels?

⇄ THE PATHWAY AHEAD
Which pathway is most likely and desirable from a Global South perspective: incremental reform, continuation 
with revised targets, or transformative reform?
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THANK YOU

THE ENERGY AND RESOURCES INSTITUTE 5 AUGUST 2026
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