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WSDS-ACT4EARTH
SDG Charter Roundtable

Green Public Procurement in India and Charting Pathways for a
Cleaner Future

Date: 8" July 2024 (Monday) | Time: 2:30 — 4:30 p.m. (IST)

Bio-notes

Mr Adu-Gyamfi Abunyewa is a Lead Procurement Specialist at the
Procurement Unit of the Governance Global Practice, World Bank,
currently based in the New Delhi office of the World Bank. His main work
focuses on supporting Governments on Public Procurement Reform,
Capacity Building, and policies on integrity issues in public procurement,
as well as support to project preparation and implementation. He joined the
World Bank about 16 years ago as a Procurement Specialist in Ghana in
the African region, where he supported a wide range of procurement issues
on Bank operations and led Bank engagements in procurement reform as
part of a broader governance reform agenda in Ghana. He has since
worked in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Vietham, Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia,
Laos, Philippines, and Mongolia where he led World Bank teams in
dialogues and engagements with the Governments in strengthening
country procurement systems. Before joining the World Bank, he worked
briefly with the Thames Water in the UK, taught as a Lecturer in Water
&Wastewater Treatment and Technology at the Kwame Nkrumah
University of Science and Technology in Kumasi, Ghana, and worked as a
consultant. Adu holds a B.Sc. in Civil Engineering from KNUST, Kumasi,
Ghana; an M.Sc. in Environmental Engineering from the Imperial College,
London; and an MBA in Finance from the University of Ghana. He has over
20 years of experience in Public Procurement and Water & Wastewater
Engineering. He has authored several articles and reports on Public
Procurement and Sanitation.

Prof. Anandajit Goswami is a Consultant Research Fellow with the
International Foundation for Research and Education, Ashoka Centre for
People-centric Energy Transition, Visiting Professor, at Ashoka University,
and has been a Director at the School of Behavioural and Social Sciences
(SBSS), Manav Rachna International Institute of Research and Studies
(MRIIRS). He obtained his PhD in Energy Policy from TERI School of
Advanced Studies and Masters in International Trade and Economics from
Jawaharlal Nehru University. He was a faculty at the TERI School of
Advanced Studies and has led projects supported by United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development, UKAID, Asian Development Bank,
World Bank. He was also based in United Nations Economic Cooperation
for Africa, Addis Ababa where he led the TERI-Africa Initiatives. He has
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extensively been involved with the Atomic Energy Commission,
Government Ministries, and Indian Railways, and has advised them in
several important policy decisions through his research work and projects
related to SDG1,2, 3, 4, 7,8,10, 16, 17. He has also worked as a leading
consultant to Niti Aayog, UNIDO, Copenhagen Consensus Centre, WWF
India, WWF Uganda and has advised the Government of Rajasthan,
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh in state-level energy policy making and
transition for future. He has published 52 peer reviewed publications. He
has also contributed to climate action movements of Extinction Rebellion,
POP Movement, Fridays for Future through his music for sustainability
movement.

Mr Ashutosh Senger is an environmental policy researcher turned
practicing Advocate. He practises law before courts & tribunals in Delhi and
Gurgaon. He has been active in representing corporate clients in a variety
of sectors, as well as governmental units and other public sector entities
before various courts and tribunals. Previously, Ashutosh has worked with
the Environmental Law Practice at Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co,
a leading law firm in India. He was also empanelled by the Delhi
Commission for Protection of Child Rights (DCPCR) as their counsel. Prior
to law, Ashutosh worked with The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI).
At TERI his work focused on environmental policy and green growth
assignments.

Mr. Bholenath Vishwakarma is a sustainability leader with over 30 years
of professional experience in manufacturing and consulting across India
and the United States. His background combines a strong foundation in
science with a deep understanding of environmental policy. Bholenath
holds a bachelor's degree in Chemistry and a postgraduate diploma in
Environmental Technology. He furthered his studies at the School of
International and Public Affairs (SIPA) at Columbia University, where he
earned a Master's degree in International Affairs with a specialization in
Environmental Policy (2008). Bholenath's professional experience is vast,
encompassing collaborations with multinational corporations and
multilateral funding agencies. He currently lends his expertise as a
consultant and advisor to the ESG assurance and certification team at
Bureau Veritas India. Previously, Bholenath played a key role in
implementing sustainable public procurement (SPP) practices for the
Government e-Marketplace (GeM) in partnership with UNEP India. His
commitment to SPP extends to his involvement in a World Bank-funded
market readiness project with TERI.

Dr. Chetana Chaudhuriis a Fellow at National Council of Applied
Economic Research (NCAER). Her primary research interests are in the
areas of Energy, Environment, Green transition, Macroeconomics, Public
Finance, Employment and Health Economics. She has previously been
associated with the National Institute of Public Finance and Policy (NIPFP),
Public Health Foundation of India (PHFI) and Institute of Economic Growth
(IEG). She has more than 10 years' experience in academic research. She
has worked on a wide variety of studies pertaining to macro-economic
analysis, input-output modelling, social accounting matrix, energy analysis
of industries and the household sector, health financing, labour market
analysis, analyses of large sample surveys, qualitative and quantitative
assessment of various government schemes, benefit cost analysis, and
benefit incidence analysis, among others. She has a doctorate degree from
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Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi. She has published
research papers in books and reputed journals, and authored several Op-
eds in newspaper.

Mr Girish Bhatnagar is a seasoned expert with 52 years in Public
Procurement. He retired in 2009 as General Manager of East Central
Railways after a 37-year career in Indian Railways. Over the past 15 years,
he has completed 28 consultancy projects for various esteemed
Organisations, including the Governments of India and Bhutan, the World
Bank, the African Development Bank, and others. His contributions span
Public Procurement Law, Policy, Assessment, Procurement manuals,
Standard Bidding Documents, Training Need Assessments, and WB’s
Professional Diploma in Public Procurement. He has also led around 50
training programs. Currently, Girish Bhatnagar is playing a pivotal role in
the development of the World Bank’s Training Manual on Sustainable
Public Procurement for Postgraduate Courses. He is also revising
procurement manuals for the Ministry of Finance, Government of India, and
formulating Procurement and Asset Disposal Policies for Axis Bank. Girish
Bhatnagar's educational background includes a B. Tech and PG Diploma
in Mechanical Engineering from IIT Delhi. He has also received training
from German Railways (DB) and Stern Business School, New York. His
professional affiliations include a Life Fellow Membership of the Indian
Institute of Materials Management (IIMM) and a Founding Membership of
the Indian Railways Institute of Materials Management (IRILMM).

Dr Gopal K Sarangi is an Associate Professor and Head of the
Department (HoD) of the Department of Policy and Management Studies
(DoPMS), at TERI SAS with more than 24 years of research and consulting
experience. His primary domain of research covers energy market and
regulation, green finance and related financing issues such as climate
financing, sustainable development financing, carbon market, industrial
decarbonisation and ESG issues, intersection of new energy technologies,
fuels and resources with public policies, social systems and processes,
energy and climate nexus, governance and institutional analysis of energy
transition questions, geopolitics of energy transition, energy modelling and
forecasting, and impact assessment of energy and environmental
interventions. He has published several peer-reviewed research papers in
the domain of his research and has been invited to deliver talks in several
national and international forums and platforms. He has been taken
honorary positions in various universities within India and outside. He has
also been taken honorary positions as a Visiting Professor at Nalanda
University, Rajgiri, Bihar, Visiting Professor at Just Transition Research
Centre (JTRC), lIT, Kanpur, Honorary researcher at CPR, NISER, Odisha
and honorary researcher at DEFT, Odisha.

Ms Ishita Srivastava is a Research Associate, Centre for Sustainable
Development Research and Leadership, The Energy and Resources
Institute (TERI). Ms Ishita Srivastava is working as a Research Associate
with  TERI's Centre for Sustainable Development Research and
Leadership. Previously, she’s worked with Tata Power Delhi Distribution
Limited and Chambers of Mr Anirban Bhattacharya in the domain of energy
laws, arbitration and civil litigation. She’s a public policy professional with a
keen interest in the interface of sustainable development with environment,
climate change & law. Ms Ishita has contributed to research work in the
domain of green public procurement, climate negotiations and sustainable
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agriculture. She has specialized in law, public policy and is skilled in
gualitative and quantitative policy research, program design & evaluation.
She holds a Master’s in Public Policy from O.P. Jindal Global University,
Sonipat, Haryana.

Mr. Jai Kumar Gaurav is a Climate Change sector professional with
around 15 years of diverse experience with bi-lateral, multi-lateral
organizations NGOs and private sector. He is currently working as Senior
Advisor-Climate Change and Circular Economy in GIZ India. He is also
Project Manager of the “Waste Solutions for a Circular Economy in India”
project funded by the Mitigation Action Facility (MAF) supporting adoption
of low carbon waste management technologies including biomethanation.
Prior to GIZ he has worked with Adelphi GmbH, International Development
Enterprises India (IDEI), United Nations Development Program (UNDP)
and Sindicatum Carbon Capital on climate change mitigation and
adaptation projects. His research interests are interdisciplinary and relate
to political economy, technology and financing. He holds a Masters in
Climate Change and Development from the Institute of Development
Studies (IDS), University of Sussex, UK for which he was awarded the
Commonwealth Scholarship.

Mr. Krishan K. Batra has four decades of diverse experience in
Technology, Procurement, and Supply Chain Management (SCM) across
the globe. He currently serves as the President and CEO of ISM-INDIA, an
affiliate of ISM, USA, with chapters in 71 countries. During his tenure with
the United Nations, where he held the position of Head and Chairperson of
Procurement & Supply Chain, he played a pivotal role in re-engineering
business processes and implementing ERP systems worldwide. Also, he
was the first to initiate Green Procurement in 1992, in collaboration with the
European Union and the US Government. He collaborated closely with the
World Bank, the European Union, and the US Government to harmonize
procurement processes. Mr. Batra is the founder and developer of the
UNSPSC Classification Standard (Procurement Taxonomy), which is
widely adopted by SAP, Oracle, and other major organizations as a global
standard. He has represented the UN at various international conferences,
promoting green procurement practices. He also advises the Economic
Times on leveraging new technologies to digitize Procurement & Supply
Chain. He is also actively involved with the Vedanta Group in efforts to
reduce carbon footprints. His career began at Voltas Ltd. after earning an
M. Tech from IIT Delhi, followed by an MBA from Syracuse University in
the USA. He has been instrumental in creating various certification
programs in Procurement & SCM, including those focused on Blockchain
Technology.

Dr. Nitya Nanda is an economist and a public policy analyst with more than
two decades of experience in research, consulting and teaching. Currently,
he is Director of the Council for Social Development, a social science think
tank based in New Delhi. Earlier he was with The Energy and Resources
Institute (TERI), CUTS International and National Council of Applied
Economic Research. His areas of interest include international trade,
industrialization, energy and environment issues. He has been a consultant
for several UN organizations, including UNCTAD, UNESCAP, and UNDP;
and the European Commission. He has also been a consultant for different
government ministries and agencies in India and contributed to formulating
policies. He has published many articles in journals and edited books, as
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well as pieces in magazines and newspapers. He has also authored and
edited several volumes, including Expanding Frontiers of Global Trade
Rules (2009), Hydro-Politics in GBM Basin (2015), India’s Resource
Security (2018), and India’s Industrial Policy and Performance (2021).

Dr. Priyanka Kochhar is a leading sustainability expert in India's built
environment sector, with nearly two decades of multifaceted experience
spanning research, industry engagement, academia, and policy
advocacy. As CEO of The Habitat Emprise, she spearheads consultancy
efforts promoting sustainable habitats. Dr. Kochhar's transdisciplinary
approach is evident in her diverse roles: she serves as a Technical Advisor
to UN-Habitat, mentors for POP Habitat, advises the Research Triangle
Institute International's India offices, and is Visiting Faculty at the School of
Planning and Architecture in New Delhi. Her contributions to sustainability
include playing pivotal roles in developing GRIHA, India's national green
building rating system, and expanding the adoption of the USGBC's LEED
rating system across the country. With numerous publications to her credit,
Dr. Kochhar's research output further blends with her expertise in
architecture, construction, and urban planning in advancing sustainable
practices in the built environment.

Mr Prahlad Tewari is the Vice President at Environmental Management
Centre (EMC) and EKonnect Knowledge Foundation (EKF). With over 25
years of professional experience, he leads initiatives in Resource
Efficiency, Circular Economy, Industrial Decarbonization, Cleaner
Production, Eco-entrepreneurship, Green Public Procurement and CSR
support. Prahlad has worked on several European Union-funded projects,
focusing on sustainable practices across various sectors. He is currently
pursuing a PhD in Energy and Environment from TERI School of Advanced
Studies and holds an M.Tech in Production Engineering from Delhi
Technical University. Prahlad has completed various specialized training
courses and has over 12 publications in reputable journals and
conferences. Before EMC and EKF, he was a Fellow at The Energy and
Resources Institute (TERI), New Delhi.

Mr Rajani Ranjan Rashmi is engaged with the Resource Efficiency &
Governance Division of The Energy and Resources Institute as a
Distinguished Fellow. At TERI, Mr Rashmi works on issues relating to
climate policy, strategy, carbon markets, and environmental
sustainability.A retired officer of the Indian Administrative Service, Mr
Rashmi is an expert on climate change related policies, strategy, actions,
and international negotiations. He has been involved with formulation and
implementation of public policies of the central and state government in the
field of environment, commerce, and finance for over 35 years. Mr Rashmi
has been part of climate change policy making in India in the run-up to and
after the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. In the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change where he held senior positions
for several years, he was India's principal negotiator under the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change. As Special Secretary in the
Ministry, he guided work and policy relating to national and state level
climate action plans, pollution, environmental clearances, and Green India
Mission. In 2018-19, Mr Rashmi served on the Sub Committee of the
Ministry of Finance on Climate Finance. He is a member of the Technical
Advisory Body of the International Civil Aviation Organisation for
administering CORSIA since 2019, and a member of the Core Committee
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on Environment set up by the NHRC since 2022. He is associated, in
advisory capacity, with several other organisations such as the NAFCONS,
the Consultancy wing of the NABARD on international climate business
and the Network for Certification and Conservation of Forests (NCCF). In
2008, he was awarded the Prime Minister's Award for Excellence in Public
Administration for his contribution to management of finances in the state
of Manipur. An alumnus of Patna University, Mr Rashmi is also a
management graduate from the Free University (Vriet Universitiet) of
Brussels.

Mr. Sanjay Aggarwal is currently holding the post of Advisor (Procurement
Policy) in the rank of Joint Secretary in Ministry of Finance, Government of
India. He has been working in the area of procurement policy in Ministry of
Finance for last nine years. Mr. Aggarwal was author of General Financial
Rules (Procurement Chapters) issued in March, 2017. These Rules are
overarching instructions for all procurements in India. He was also
instrumental in publishing comprehensive Procurement Manuals in 2017 &
2022. He has varied experience spanning more than 30 years in
procurement and supply chain management with special expertise in
electronic procurement. He has also interest in the area of electronic
commerce and was elected Vice Chairman of “Internet and Mobile
Association of India (IAMAI)” between 2008 and 2010. Besides a graduate
degree in Engineering, he also holds three post-graduate qualifications in
Public Administration, General Management and Financial Markets. He is
an officer from 1992 batch of Indian Railways Stores Service (IRSS). He is
also Chairman of the inter-ministerial National Task Force on Sustainable
Public Procurement (SPP).

Prof. Saon Ray is an economist with expertise in industry and international
trade. Her research focuses on three main areas: international trade and
industry, low carbon growth, and financial inclusion. She earned her Ph.D.
in Economics from Jawaharlal Nehru University, where she studied the
impact of intellectual property rights on technology transfer to developing
countries. Her most recent book, "Global Cooperation and G20: Role of the
Finance Track," was published in 2023. She is also the author of "Global
Value Chains and the Missing Link: Cases from Indian Industry" published
by Routledge in 2018. She also edited "Low Carbon Pathways for Growth
in India" published by Springer in 2018. Professor Ray is currently a Visiting
Professor at ICRIER in New Delhi.

Dr Shailly Kedia is a policy researcher who is an Associate Director and
Senior Fellow with the Centre for Sustainable Development Research and
Leadership at The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). Since 2021, she
is also the Curator of TERI’s flagship initiative - the World Sustainable
Development Summit. Dr Kedia is a multidisciplinary research professional
with over 17 years of experience in policy research, outreach, and capacity
building. Her areas of expertise include green budgeting, sustainable
development policy, green growth, green public procurement, sustainable
consumption and production, international organization, finance, and the
interface between traditional and non-traditional security. She has
pioneered the policy innovation of green budgeting.
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Dr Suneel Pandey is Senior Fellow and Director, Circular Economy &
Waste Management Division, TERI. In addition, he is also working as
Adjunct Faculty at TERI School of Advanced Studies (TERI SAS). He has
more than 30 years of consultancy/ research experience in the areas of
municipal, industrial and hospital waste management, their linkage with
climate change aspects and circular economy and resource efficiency,
waste-to-energy issues, impact assessment, air, water and soil quality
monitoring, site assessments, performance evaluation of ETP and
institutional strengthening and capacity building. He has obtained his Ph.D.
degree in hazardous waste characterization from Nagpur University while
working as Project Fellow at NEERI, Nagpur. Prior to joining TERI, Suneel
has worked for ERM India and at the Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology on development of landfill liner for containment of land
disposed hazardous waste and deriving material balances and associated
environmental pollution for Hong Kong region as part of Post Doctoral
Research.

Dr. Vibha Dhawan is a Fellow of the National Academy of Sciences, India
and is currently also serving as an Adjunct Professor, at Consul General
South Asia Partnership, Michigan State University. Being driven by a deep
academic and research interest, Dr Dhawan has authored 6 books and
over 50 publications, which have added immense value to scientific
research. Dr Vibha's thought leadership and engagement in research as
well as policy development, both at the national and international levels are
widely acknowledged. She is currently a task force member of National
Committees with the Department of Biotechnology, the Biotechnology
Industry Research Assistance Council, and the Biotech Consortium India.
Dr Dhawan is currently a member of the Networks Strategy Council that
advises Sustainable Development Solutions Network — a global initiative
for the United Nations and was previously the Co-Chair of the T20 Task
Force 4 on Refueling Growth: Clean Energy and Green Transitions. Under
her able leadership, the National Centre of Excellence in Green Port &
Shipping, in collaboration with the Indian Ministry of Ports, Shipping, and
Waterways, was established at the TERI campus and played a key role in
the establishment of the DBT-TERI Centre on Advanced Biofuels. . She
played a pivotal role as Coordinator for the Asia Pacific Consortium on
Agriculture Biotechnology (APC0AB); as Advisor to the Director General of
the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Centre (CIMMYT) as well
as Deputy Director, Research Partnerships and Coordination with the
Borlaug Institute for South Asia. She has served on the boards of
prestigious organizations in India and overseas including Jawahar Lal
Nehru University, Ambedkar University, Ayurvet Foundation and Centre for
Agriculture and Bioscience International (CABI).Dr Dhawan was
instrumental in establishing the highly successful Micropropagation
Technology Park at TERI. Her other major achievements include
developing e-contents for the post-graduate programme in biotechnology
for the University Grants Commission. Her recent research interests are in
the area of biofuels.
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Prof. Vaibhav Chowdhary comes with more than 18 years of experience
in the field of energy, climate, and sustainability. He served at various
leadership  positions across governments, impact consulting,
philanthropies, and think tanks, in India and abroad. He currently works as
a Director at Ashoka Centre for People Centric Energy Transition (ACPET)
and is also serving as a Professor of Practice (V) at the Indian Institute of
Technology, Kanpur. Prior to this role, Vaibhav was leading an
international philanthropy i.e. Clean Air Fund in India, wherein he designed
and managed large scale air pollution mitigation programs in partnership
with various central and state departments, Multi/Bi-lateral agencies etc ,
partner philanthropies, think tanks, NGO’s and CSO’s etc. Vaibhav had
also served as a Director at the Energy Policy Institute at the University of
Chicago (EPIC), an empirical research institute focused on energy and
environment issues around the world. Prior to UChicago EPIC, Vaibhav
served as the National Energy Adviser to the Government of UK, at a joint
team of UK DFID and FCO, wherein he designed and delivered multiple
low carbon growth initiative in India and beyond. Vaibhav had been a
management consultant at i.e PricewaterhouseCoopers, in the earlier days
of his professional journey.
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