
 

 

 
State-Level Policy Dialogue on 

Mainstreaming Climate-Sensitive Urban Planning in Cities of Tamil Nadu 
 

Date: 25.02.2025 | Venue: Taj Clubhouse, Chennai 

 
CONCEPT NOTE 
 
India is among the countries most vulnerable to climate change, facing increasing threats 
from extreme weather events such as heatwaves, floods, and cyclones. At the same time, 
the country is undergoing rapid urbanization, with many towns expanding into cities and 
large-scale development reshaping urban landscapes. This transformation presents a 
crucial opportunity to integrate climate resilience and low-carbon development into 
urban planning, ensuring that cities not only withstand climate risks but also contribute 
to mitigation efforts by reducing emissions.  Urban planning is an important tool for 
guiding climate-sensitive development by embedding sustainability and climate action 
into master plans, regional plans, and local area planning processes. While several 
national and state-level planning frameworks exist to support urban development, 
increasing climate vulnerabilities demand a more integrated and forward-looking 
approach. Cities need comprehensive strategies that address climate risks while 
promoting energy efficiency, sustainable mobility, and low-carbon urban infrastructure 
to align with broader climate adaptation and mitigation goals. 
 
Tamil Nadu, located at the southern tip of the Indian subcontinent, is one of India’s most 
urbanized states, home to megacities like Chennai, large metropolitan centres, and a 
rapidly growing network of small and medium towns. This urban diversity presents unique 
challenges and opportunities for climate-sensitive development. While Tamil Nadu has 
made notable progress in addressing climate concerns, challenges such as unplanned 
urban expansion, shrinking green cover, and inadequate climate vulnerability 
assessments persist. Strengthening urban planning processes at the state, city, and local 
levels is essential to mitigate climate risks and drive sustainable urban transitions.  
   
With this background, the proposed Policy Dialogue will bring together national, state 
and local government officials, urban practitioners, academia, and civil society 
organizations to explore how urban planning frameworks—such as state and city 
masterplans and local area planning processes—can effectively integrate climate 
resilience and low-carbon development. The discussion will focus on key challenges, 
opportunities, and policy alignments needed for mainstreaming urban climate change 
into city-level Master Planning or Local Area Planning processes and to strengthen 
climate-sensitive urban planning in Tamil Nadu. It will also examine the governance, 
finance, and institutional mechanisms required for implementation at the city and local 
levels. Insights from this dialogue will contribute to enhancing state and city-level 
planning frameworks, fostering sustainable, resilient, and climate-responsive urban 
development 
 
 



 

 

 
TENTATIVE AGENDA  
 

9:30 – 10:00 Registration 

10:00 – 10:05 Welcome Address Mr. Sanjay Seth 
Senior Director, Sustainable Infrastructure 
Programme, The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) 

10:05 – 10:10 Opening Remarks Mr.  Christian Kapfensteiner 
Director, Sustainable Development and SUID Cluster 
Coordinator, GIZ-India 

10:10 – 10:15 Special Remarks Dr. D. Karthikeyan, IAS 
Principal Secretary  
Municipal Administration and Water Supply 
Department, GoTN (TBC) 

10:15 – 10:20  Inaugural Remarks Ms. Kakarla Usha, IAS 
Additional Chief Secretary,  
Housing & Urban Development, GoTN (TBC) 

10:20 – 10:25 Keynote Address  Ms. D. Thara, IAS 
Additional Secretary,  
Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs, GoI (TBC) 

10:25 – 10:35 About Urban Act 
Project 

Mr. K Ravikumar, Advisor, GIZ 
Mr. Liju Mathew, Advisor, GIZ  

10:35 – 10:40 Vote of Thanks Mr. Sebastian Markart 
Project Head, Integrated Urban Climate Action for 
Low-Carbon and Resilient Cities (Urban-Act), GIZ India 

10:40 – 11:00  Tea/Coffee Break 

11:00 – 12:00 Thematic discussion on “Climate Sensitive Approaches in Urban Spatial 
Planning” 

12:00 – 13:00 Thematic discussion on “Institutional Mechanisms and Governance for Holistic 
Urban Planning” 

13:00 – 14:00  Lunch 
14:00 – 15:00 Thematic discussion on “Role of Community Participation in Climate-Sensitive 

Urban Planning”  

15:00 – 16:00 Thematic discussion on “Finance & Investment for Climate Responsive Urban 
Development” 

16:00-16:15 Tea/Coffee Break 

16:15 – 16:30 Summary of Key 
Insights 

Ms. Rhea Srivastava, Associate Fellow, Sustainable 
Infrastructure Programme, TERI 

Survey and Feedback 
16:30 – 16:45 Way Forward and 

Closing Remarks 
Mr. Sharif Qamar, Associate Director, Sustainable 
Infrastructure Programme, TERI 

 


